By the colour scheme in pregnancy is meant, in this communication, the relationship which exists or is supposed to exist between the colour of the hair and eyes of the expectant mother and the tint of the linea nigra and of the areola on the breasts, along with signs of pigmentation elsewhere, as on the face or in the axillae. 
munication, the relationship which exists or is supposed to exist between the colour of the hair and eyes of the expectant mother and the tint of the linea nigra and of the areola on the breasts, along with signs of pigmentation elsewhere, as on the face or in the axillae. At first sight the subject may appear remote and detached from the things which matter in obstetrics, and it may easily enough be dismissed as nihil ad rem; but a very little consideration serves to show that, like all the other phenomena of gestation, it suggests questions and raises problems both in physiology and pathology which are not quickly answered and solved. All pigmentary changes in the human body from the transient freckles due to the sun's rays to the ominous bronzing of the skin in Addison's disease have a certain element of mystery attaching to them, and even the pigments of the urine are but imperfectly understood; the pigmentation of pregnancy has likewise a secret to reveal to the researcher who can rede the riddle.
Among the lower animals colour changes are of outstanding importance, and some of the most brilliant and startling of them are associated with reproduction and the breeding season.
The text-books on midwifery, even the largest of them, have but little to say of the colour scheme in pregnancy. All of them describe the changes in the skin of the breasts and abdomen and in the mucous membrane of the vagina and vulva, and most of them refer to the occasional occurrence of freckles on the face, the so-called chloasma uterinum: when further details are submitted they usually consist in In the second place, the colour of the eyes maybe contrasted with the pigmentation of the mammary areola (Fig. III.) In one case there was a small non-pigmented accessory nipple below the breast. In one patient (No. 12) there was a large dark brown nsevus on the right side of the abdomen; this woman had fair hair, grey eyes, a light brown areola, and a dark brown linea both above and below the navel; she was a i-para of 32 years of age at full term.
A final set of figures must yet be furnished, viz., those showing the relationship between the mammary areola and the linea nigra (Fig. VI.) . The first fact one has to record is that the only patient in whom the mammary areola could confidently be described as " inky-black " had no linea at all.
A second fact was that in one case a pigmentless areola was accompanied by a linea which was well marked both below and above the umbilicus. These, however, were exceptional occurrences, and, as a general rule, pigmentation of the areola and of the linea coincided. Thus, of the 52 women who had a pink areola 32 had no trace of a linea nigra and 12 others had it only faintly marked up to the navel, leaving only 8 who had anything like pigmentation of the linea. Again, Fig. VI He had no information regarding the relation between the depth of pigmentation and morning sickness.
